
Benders of the Arc
FROM SUSAN RUSSELL, SENIOR ASSOCIATE FOR COMMUNICATION

A
ll Saints Church has long been in the forefront of 

bending that arc toward justice in general and for 

LGBT people in specific. In 1992 when the blessing 
of the union of Mark Benson and Philip Straw was celebrated 

we were way out on the leading edge in a church that had 

no official provisions for such 
blessings and no protections 

against LGBT discrimination. 
      Over the decades the land-

scape has changed dramatically 

– both in the church and in the 

culture. Dozens of General Con-

vention resolutions have moved 
the Episcopal Church closer and 

closer to “full inclusion” within 

the church – and in 2012 the 
Episcopal Church went firmly 
and unequivocally on record in 
support of civil marriage equal-
ity by adopting a resolution 

entitled “End Discrimination 
Against Same-Sex Marriage.” 
      As we know, the arc has 

been bending in our nation as 

well with dramatic gains in the 

struggle for marriage equality 

since the dark Prop 8 days here in California. On April 28th 
the Supreme Court heard oral arguments on four pending 

marriage equality cases – and, as they deliberate toward a de-

cision in June, All Saints Church will be represented with the 

nearly 2000 clergy and faith leaders who signed the amicus 

brief which began with these words: “Brief for amici curiae 

President of the House of Deputies of the Episcopal Church 
and the Episcopal Bishops of Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and 

Tennessee.” 

      “No religion’s belief or practice should be allowed to re-

strict the rights of people to marry and receive equal protec-

tion under the law,” said the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, Presi-
dent of the House of Deputies when the brief was filed. “It 
is long past time to end any kind of discrimination against 

God’s children in this country.”
      Any of God’s children. And not just in this country, but 
in this human family. That’s the radical vision of “a world 

redeemed by Christ-like love; 
all life in Christ made new” we 

sing about in church on Sun-

days. It’s the reason we put our 
faith into action at the table-on-

the-lawn every week. It is a core 
value of All Saints Church root-
ed deep in the DNA of a con-

gregation whose rector protest-

ed the deportation of Japanese 

Americans to Manzanar in the 
1940’s and which stood against 
the Viet Nam War in the 70’s, 
for a woman’s right to choose 

in the 80’s and for equality for 
LGBT people in the 90’s. 
      The list goes on and on – 

and the work goes on and on. 
In this moment in time we take 
heart in the movement toward 
marriage equality and we right-

fully take pride in the part All Saints Church has played in 

that struggle. But we know that marriage equality will not fix 
homophobia any more than women’s suffrage fixed sexism 
or integration fixed racism. As the arc of the moral universe 
continues to bend toward justice our job is to continue to be 

vigilant in discerning how and where we can best use our in-

dividual and collective voices and resources to be benders of 
the arc – making God’s love tangible 24/7 as we work to turn 
the human race into the human family.

monthly

“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” 

– Martin Luther King Jr.
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Altar flowers are a beautiful way to remember a loved one, 
celebrate a special event, or to give thanks for someone who 
has touched your life. To donate flowers for the altars, please 

call  626.796.1172.

All Saints Foster Care Art Show

T
he All Saints Foster Care Project’s 7th annual Art Show will take place Sunday,      

May 17, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at in 
Sweetland Hall. This exhibition al-

lows foster youth, as well as young people 

who have recently transi-
tioned out of foster care, to 

show off their artistic talents 

and earn money as well. All 
works of art are for sale, and 

all proceeds go to the artists. 
Almost all artists are from the 

Foster Care Project’s partnering foster care organizations. Many artists attend the sale and 
beam when they see a “sold” sign placed on their artworks. Visitors enjoy the opportunity 
to chat with the artists, which makes their works even more special. For more information 
contact Norma Sigmund at 626.583.2734 or nsigmund@allsaints-pas.org.

Merton’s Centennial 
Celebrated in Jazz

F
riday, May 8, 7pm, in Sweetland 

Hall. Join us for a special celebration 
of the 100th anniversary of Thom-

as Merton’s birth, with arrangements 

of Merton’s 

poetry by 

stellar jazz 
musicians, 

created and 

performed 

by Open 

Gate, featur-

ing Dwight 
Trible on 

vocals. Open Gate  is dedicated to open-

ing the gates between music, dance, and 

drama; between cultures; between the 
unconscious and the conscious; between 
emotion, mind, and spirit, both an en-

semble and a creative collective, com-

bining image with sound, voice with 
movement, poetics with light. Free park-

ing, free will offering. Childcare can be 
requested by calling 626.583.2781 at least 
24 hours in advance.

New Member Class 
Starts May 10

O
ur New Member Class is for 

people from other faith tradi-

tions, people from no faith tra-

dition, and lifelong Episcopalians! Share 

your stories in small groups, meet staff 

leaders, and explore All Saints Church to 

help you decide if membership is right 

for you. Classes meet on Sunday eve-

nings, 7:00–9:00 p.m., May 10–June 21. 
Sign-up online or at the Sign-Up Center 

on the lawn. Information= Anita Nuñez 
626.583.2769 or anunez@allsaints-pas.org.

Confirmation Day 

S
aturday, May 16, 10 a.m. Join us 
in celebrating the confirmation 
class of 2015! All confirmation 

program participants and their guests 

are invited to this joyous celebration 
where many members of our group 

will be Confirmed, Reaffirmed or Re-

Michael Lapsley

ceived into the Episcopal Church by 
Bishop Mary Glasspool.

Sara Gazarek and Josh Nelson

Jazz Vespers: Sara
Gazarek & Josh Nelson

S
unday, May 24, 5:00 p.m. in the 
Chancel. Vocalist Sara Gazarek 
and pianist Josh Nelson have 

aligned their 

musical spirits 

in a way that 

would make any 

artistic duo envi-
ous. Gazarek’s 
top flight inter-
pretations of the 

vast and varied 
American song-

book are buoyed 

by the sensitivity of Nelson’s supple 
command and they have transfixed au-

diences from New York to Tokyo. Susan 
Russell offers a meditation. If you would 
like to use the elevator for accessibility, 
please arrive five minutes early. Child 
care provided. Info = Melissa Hayes, 
626.583.2725 or mhayes@allsaints-pas.org.

Healing of Memories 
Workshop

O
n May 29, 30, and 31, Fr. Mi-
chael Lapsley will offer a Heal-

ing of Memories Workshop at 

All Saints Church. You are invited to 
participate in an experiential process of 

Praying for Others
If you are interested in praying for others, please call the 

Prayer Line at 626.583.2707 or prayers@allsaints-pas.org.

deep listening, reflecting, creativity, and 
sharing, led by Lapsley 

and trained facilitators 

from the Institute for the 
Healing of Memories.  
In sharing their unique 
stories, participants 

will be enabled to move 
from pain-

ful memo-

ries towards 

emotional 

healing and 

grace. Be-

cause of the 

cumulative 
and com-

munity-building nature of 

the workshops, participants 

must commit to attend all 

three of the following sessions:

  Session 1: Friday, May 29 - 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
  Session 2: Saturday, May 30 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
  Session 3: Sunday, May 31 - 1:30-5:30 p.m.
      Cost to All Saints Parishioners is 

$40 for meals and art materials. Space is 
limited; please register with Ana Cama-

cho at 626.583.2737 or at the Sign-Up 
Center on Sunday mornings.  

May



The Impact of Overpopulation on Planet Earth
This month’s Conscientious Projector feature documentary, Mother: Caring for 7 Bil-

lion, brings to light an issue that silently fuels our most pressing environmental, eco-

nomic, humanitarian and social crises--global population growth. The groundbreak-

ing, award-winning film screens on Thursday, May 14, 7:00 p.m. at Armory Center 
for the Arts. A community discussion follows the film. The Armory is located at 145 
N. Raymond in Old Pasadena. Admission is free and the facility is accessible to dis-

abled persons. For more information contact Marty Coleman at 818.517.8878 or visit 
www.motherthefilm.com.

Interfaith Study Group Presents: 
Interfaith Relationships
Come and meet three Interfaith couples. Learn how different faith traditions unite and 
support one another. Sunday, May 17, 5-7 p.m., Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center, 
1434 North Altadena Drive, Pasadena. Please bring your Holiday traditions, an open 
heart and mind willing to listen and learn, and a vegetarian dish to share in our potluck. A 
carpool from All Saints will leave the North parking lot at 4:30 p.m. For more information 
contact Norma Sigmund 626.583.2734, nsigmund@allsaints-pas.org.

May Adult Education
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

May 3 
 
Mindfulness and Music 

with Bruce Babcock
All Saints Parishioner and Emmy-winning composer Bruce Babcock will discuss the 
connection between mindfulness and the creative process and introduce his new album 
“Time, Still,” featuring music inspired by and dedicated to Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
SWEETLAND HALL

Feeding Children Today for a Healthier Tomorrow

with April Love and David Gist

Investing in children’s nutrition is a no-brainer. How can we help elected leaders under-
stand this? Join us for a lively conversation about the politics of hunger and child nutri-
tion. Come ask questions, learn talking points, acquire useful tools, have fun, and—as 
always—play a game with Fair Trade chocolate as the prize. GUILD ROOM

May 10

Pema Chodron:  An Interfaith Exploration 

with Christina Honchell and Caitlyn Conlin 
Pema Chodron has popped onto our radar here at All Saints this past year, in the preach-

ing of Ed Bacon, in the teaching of Greg Boyle. And she’s even caught the eye of Oprah. 
We will look at some of her key concepts through the lens of both Christianity and Bud-

dhism, explore what our two traditions have to teach each other and do a meditation 
together. Christina Honchell is the Administrator here at All Saints Church and recently 
co-led a Lenten small group on Pema Chodron. Caitlyn Conlin is a student in the Gelugpa 
lineage, the lineage of the Dalai Lamas in the Tibetan Buddhist tradition. She is the Arts 
Curriculum Coordinator at the Mahasukha Center in Los Angeles, a meditation teacher, 
an actress, musician and interdisciplinary artist. SWEETLAND HALL

Making Local Economic Justice Tangible: Living Wage and Beyond   

with the All Saints Economic Justice-Nonviolence Working Group and the Pasadenans for 
a Livable Wage Coalition
Our Vestry passed an important resolution on economic justice this January. Join min-

istry leaders from All Saints and community partners to delve into the organizing work 
that is happening to enact this resolution by creating a more just and livable city and re-

gion for working people. Get informed and equipped to join this important effort! GUILD 
ROOM

May 31 

The Next Happy: Letting Go of the Life You Planned and Find a New Way Forward

with Tracey Cleantis
Life, not surprisingly, doesn’t always work out the way we planned. In this funny, wise, 
and insightful presentation, Tracey Cleantis highlights the major points of her ground-

breaking book,The Next Happy: Let Go of the Life You Planned and Find a New Way 
Forward, outlining the roadmap for the journey from disappointment and loss to your 
next happy. Through down-to-earth wisdom and humor, Cleantis offers an enlightening 
counterpoint to the popular but erroneous idea that “you can do anything if you just 
put your mind to it.” She discusses the importance of letting go of a dream that isn’t 
working, shows you how to grieve the dream, and teaches you how to get to a real and 
meaningful happy ending. SWEETLAND HALL 

Cutting-Edge Hospitality: The Practice of Radical and Sustainable Welcome for the 

21st Century

with Beth Bojarskis
As people of faith, we are called to welcome and serve all people. Please join Beth in a 
conversation-based forum to discuss the challenges and opportunities of Holy Hospi-
tality, to learn more about Camp Stevens’ mission and hospitality, and to consider how 
you in your own life and at All Saints can practice radical, intentional, and sustainable 
welcome. GUILD ROOM

Conspire 2.0: Claiming a Benevolent Universe with 
video teachings by Richard Rohr, Rob Bell and 
Ilia Delio
Saturday, May 2, 9:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. The conspiracy continues at All Saints Church. 
This year’s foundational theme: “If God is Trinity and Jesus is the face of God, then it is 
a benevolent universe. God is not someone to be afraid of but is the Ground of Being 
and is on our side.” You’ll hear Richard Rohr’s compelling talk called “Hell, No!” Rob 
Bell will speak on “Love Wins” and Ilia Delio will take us on an awe inspiring journey 
into perceiving an evolutionary God who is as large as the cosmos and as intimate as 
the cells in our bodies. Register at http://bit.ly/1Ecn3Zf. For more information contact 
Jamie Hebert at jhebert@allsaints-pas.org or 626.583.2733.

Constantine, Nicea and the Creed
Starting on Thursday, May 7, spend six weeks unpacking the story of Constantine, 
Nicea, and the creed that was 
produced. Take a closer look at 
all the players and different ideas 
involved, and spend the last two 
weeks in small groups creating 
our own creeds. Join an incred-

ible opportunity to learn a little 
history, gather with familiar and 
new friends, and engage in the 
challenging and rewarding work of 
creating consensus around a group 
statement. This class will be led by 
Susan Adkins and Jeremy Langill. 
Sign up online or at the Sign-Up 
center, or contact Jeremy Langill at 
jlangill@allsaints-pas.org for addi-
tional information. All meetings will gather in the Learning Center from 7:00 till 8:30 p.m. 

CicLAvia Is Coming to Pasadena!
On Sunday, May 31, Pasadena will welcome CicLAvia to the streets of our Civic Center 
and beyond. All entrances to parking (the North lot, Kaiser and the Westin) will be acces-

sible throughout the event, which begins at 9am. Your route to church may be impacted 
however, so you may want to plan to leave a few minutes earlier than usual. We will have 
more information about street closures as we get closer to the event; you can find details 
at http://www.ciclavia.org/ciclavia_pasadena.
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shorts
Events and Opportunities 

• Free Legal Clinic • 

Need Legal Help? 
On Saturday, May 2, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., All 
Saints Church, Public 
Counsel and the Pasa-
dena Bar Association 
will sponsor a free 
legal clinic open to 
all community mem-
bers who need legal 
assistance, but lack 
the resources to hire 
an attorney. Lawyers 
will be available to 
assist with housing, 
public benefits, family 
law, expungements, 
b a n k r u p t c y / c o n -
sumer debt, and other 
issues. Please bring 
with you all papers 
related to your case. 
If you can’t attend the 
clinic and are in need 
of support, please 

• Save the Date for 

Summer Adventure! 

• A weeklong day 
camp, July 13-17, for 
children and youth 
at All Saints Church.

• All Saints Theatre 

Ministry Spring Sea-

son: Figaro • Join the 
All Saints Theatre Min-
istry to see Figaro, Fri-
day, May 1, 8:00 p.m. 
at A Noise Within. 
Wedding-day jitters 
rise to new heights in 
this dazzling adapta-
tion of Beaumarchais’s 
classic. A New York 
Times “Critic’s Pick,” 
this infectious com-
edy pokes fun at ruling 
class entitlements—and 
celebrates the wit and 
wisdom of the not-so-
common man. We will 
have a pre-show bever-
age and cheese recep-
tion. Tickets are $35, 
available for purchase 
at http://qrs.ly/is4n9bc. 
Info = Debbie Daniels, 
626.583.2750 or ddan-
iels@allsaints-pas.org.

• Foster Care Project 

Celebrates National 

Foster Care Aware-

ness Month • The 
Foster Care Project wel-
comes all to a National 
Foster Care Awareness 
Month kick-off on Sun-
day, May 3, at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Guild Room. You 
can learn the advan-
tages of building or ex-
panding your family by 
fostering or adopting. 
The event will feature 
information on Raise 
A Child dot US, sup-
portive resources and 

call Public Counsel 
at 213.385.2977. The 
clinic will be held at 
All Saints in Sweet-
land Hall. For more 
information contact 
Norma Sigmund at 
626.583.2734 or nsig-
mund@allsaints-pas.org. • Freedom Fighter to 

Healer: Michael Laps-

ley Book Group • 

Please join us to read 
the Andrew Mur-
ray and Desmond 
Tutu Award-winning 
memoir, Redeeming 
the Past: My Journey 
from Freedom Fighter 
to Healer, by Michael 
Lapsley. The book 
follows Michael Laps-
ley’s journey through 
years of social and 
political activism in 
apartheid South Af-
rica, and a near fatal 

a special performance 
by actor, comedian, 
and adoptive father, 
Alec Mapa. For more 
information contact 
Norma Sigmund at 
626.583.2734 or nsig-
mund@allsaints-pas.org.

attempt on his life 
that left him severely 
injured and trauma-
tized. Michael’s open 
and honest memoir 
offers hope and wis-
dom for the recovery 
of mind, body, and 
spirit following de-
humanizing trauma. 
Three afternoons be-
ginning Wednesday, 
May 13, from 5:00 
- 6:00, led by Sally 
Howard. Register by 
calling Ana Camacho 
at 626.583.2737 or at 
the Sign-Up Center 
on Sunday mornings.  
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