
All Saints’ DNA Lives On
FROM ED BACON, RECTOR

I
’ve been thinking a great deal about both the essence of 
All Saints Church and the spiritual needs Hope and I will 
want to replicate when we move to Birmingham, Ala-

bama in May. As I prepare to hand over the position of Rector 
to my successor and then join the All Saints Church Diaspora, 
my endings and plans for new beginnings have been genu-
inely helped by the gorgeous blue graphic design of our latest 
Annual Report to the Parish. Designed by the brilliant mem-
ber volunteer Chris Vanderhorst and staff member Keith  
Holeman, the report depicts the molecular structure and dou-
ble helix of All Saints’ DNA. 
      This is an apt metaphor since the frontiers of the All Saints 
of 2016 wonderfully resonate with our beginnings in 1883 
when pioneering individuals founded the first Episcopal 
church in Pasadena. Pulsing at the center of our DNA is both 
the journey inward and the journey outward: our worship 
calling us to prayer and praise, as well as empowerment for 
our journey of turning the human race into the human family. 
      In 2004 we put our vision into words: Following our prophet-
ic call, we seek to embody the inclusive love of God in Christ through 
Spirituality, Community, and Peace & Justice. I illustrated  this 
statement with our Jerusalem cross at the center of a rotat-
ing and energizing circle comprised by the words Spirituality, 
Community, Peace & Justice.
      The tradition of strong, prophetic preaching—with the Bi-
ble in one hand and today’s news in the other—permeates our 
genetic code. Excellent music offered by two 55-voice adult 
choirs and six children’s choirs lead our weekly worship. The 
Latino/Hispanic 1:00 p.m. service is growing. Mindfulness 
meditations begin the services during the Lenten season. Ad-
ditional evening services—Jazz Vespers, Taize, and Contem-
plative Eucharists—complement the morning worship and 
draw individuals from beyond our parish. 
      Our pastoral connections are strengthened by a continu-
ing series of small groups—some ongoing, others for a sea-
son. Many an individual recovering from a life trauma has 
been comforted by the warm beauty of a Prayer Shawl. Lay 
counseling; Parent Culture for parents of young people and 
teenagers; “God, My Parents and Me” for parents of infants; 
and our Youth Ministry are powerful delivery systems for 
care which individuals in the parish provide for one another.

      Learning and growth are at the center of our corporate life. 
Every Sunday the Rector’s Forum and three other Adult Of-
ferings provide substantial food for thought and action across 
a wide spectrum of topics. Pick up a copy of the Adult Road 
Map to see the many ways in which learning can occur in the 
space of a year. Opportunities to understand the world are 
expanded by weekend events with renowned speakers like 
Richard Rohr, Elaine Pagels, Dan Siegel, Ilia Delio, Dan Horan, 
Bryan Stevenson, and Tim Wise. Small Groups, seasonal or 
ongoing, provide opportunities to learn and to build commu-
nity. Training in the Cooperative Communications process, as 
well as ways to lead a small group or a committee, enable us to 
build skills which translate into other areas of our lives.
      Our personal journeys of faith are informed by and made 
accountable to the world’s deep needs. God calls us to coura-
geous and risk-filled work for peace and justice. The challeng-
es of climate change, racism, economic injustice, and dislocated 
refugees are daunting. And, in the words of one of our recent 
Rector’ Forum speakers, Bryan Stevenson, “We won’t have 
justice until we 1) have proximity with those who are broken 
and oppressed; 2) develop a new narrative; 3) are willing to 
become uncomfortable, and; 4) persist with hope.” We have 
made strides in Gender Equality, LGBTQ Equality, making the 
campus more accessible and inclusive for people with disabili-
ties and special needs, and we remain Prayerfully Pro-Choice 
and opposed to bigotry and war in any form.
      We are always looking for ways to share the good news 
of this maturing, relevant, action-oriented faith. Individu-
als in 50 states and 90 countries stream our Sunday services. 
Programs and opportunities for engagement are delivered 
through our Sunday Tables on the Lawn and via Twitter, Face 
Book and Email blasts. Your continued generosity makes our 
work possible, and our Giving and Development Ministries 
facilitate your contributions.
      All of these strides have become part of our essence and will 
live on, no matter who the Rector is. The durable strength of the 
All Saints brand is comforting to Hope and me, and we will be 
resourced by your prayers and your actions, challenging us to 
make love tangible in our new home. Thank you for making All 
Saints Church the place Hope and I have loved for the past two 
decades and with which we will be tethered for decades to come!
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Rediscovering the 
Animating Feminine 
Spirit in the Universe  

T
he healing and transformational 

power of the feminine and its po-

tential role in redefining human 
community in a changing world are at the 

center of the contemplative, lovingly made 

documentary As She Is. The film follows 
producer/director Megan McFeely’s jour-

ney from a life crisis to personal discovery 

and wholeness via her exploration of the 

feminine aspect within every human being, 

male and female alike. Featuring thoughtful 
insights from an array of respected observ-

ers in the areas of health, culture, spiritual-

ity and women’s issues. Conscientious Pro-

jector screens As She Is on Thursday, Apr. 

14, 7:00 p.m. at Armory Center for the Arts, 

145 N. Raymond in Old Pasadena. Megan 
McFeely joins us for a discussion following 
the film. This month’s event is co-sponsored 
by All Saints Church’s Women’s Commu-

nity. Admission is free and the facility is 

accessible to disabled persons. More infor-

mation = Marty Coleman at 818.517.8878 or 
visit http://as-she-is.org.

On the Cutting Edge of Socially Responsible Investments

T
he Vestry recently approved an historic motion to move the church’s endowment 
funds to a new investment manager that is consistent with the church’s mission and 
values. After a years-long process, The Church Investment Group has unanimously 

agreed to fulfill all of our desires and will place All Saints on the cutting edge of investments 
strategies nationally.
      The Church Investment Group is committed to implement Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) portfolio management capabilities. The ESG model is state-of-the-art in 
socially responsible investing: it identifies investment opportunities in those companies 
making the greatest positive impact in three areas:  
• Environmental criteria demonstrate how a company performs as a steward of the natu-

ral environment.
• Social criteria examine how a company manages relationships with its employees, sup-

pliers, customers and the local communities.
• Governance criteria address the company’s leadership, executive pay, audits and inter-

nal controls, and shareholder rights. 
This is a significant advancement on more traditional socially responsible investing models 
that simply filter out companies that have negative characteristics. In addition to ESG, The 
Church Investment Group will provide All Saints the ability to screen our portfolio for in-
vestments in weapons and fossil fuel manufacturing.
      This important investment decision is a great step forward for All Saints and the result of 
admirable analysis conducted by our Investments Committee, led by Mike Puls.

Altar flowers are a beautiful way to remember a loved one, celebrate a special event, or to give thanks for 
someone who has touched your life. To donate flowers for the altars, please call  626.796.1172.

Money Matters!
Tips for Renters: A recent report showed that the vacancy 

rate in many parts of Los Angeles has dipped to as low 

as 2.7%. This often means higher rent and more competi-

tion. Here are some tips that might help save money:

• Rent can be negotiated. Especially if unit has been 
vacant for a month or more and you are ready to sign 

a lease during the negotiation, you may be able to 

save on your monthly rent. If your lease is up for renewal, consider a similar approach 

(but be ready to move if it backfires!).
• When moving into a new unit, take pictures and videos. You should also document all 

repairs, upgrades or changes made while living there. When moving out, ask specific 
questions about how you need to leave the unit in order to maximize your return deposit.

• Research the landlord’s management and upkeep of the property.

• Since you should be doing it regularly anyway, pull a complete copy of your credit re-

port. Some properties will accept it, saving you additional application fees.

• Asking former landlords and your employer for letters of recommendation may help 

you qualify for a unit.
• Get renter’s insurance. It is extremely affordable and can save significant money should 

something out of your control damage your possessions. 

• If you use part of your unit exclusively for work, you may qualify for a home-office de-

duction, but consult with a tax advisor.

• Paying your rent on time, in full and with a credit card (only if you pay that balance right 

away!) all can boost your credit score. 

Up next month: Tips for Selecting a Financial Advisor. Contact Jim Loduha in the Giving 

Office at  jloduha@allsaints-pas.org or 626.583.2736, with questions about giving or pledging.

Richard Rohr: On Practic-
ing Radical Compassion

Franciscan priest and spirituality au-

thor Richard Rohr will return to All 

Saints Church on Sunday, Apr. 3. 

Author, teacher, activist and Director of the 

Center for Action & Contemplation, Rohr’s 

work and witness exemplifies his conviction 
that the overarching imperative of our time 

is to link spirituality and social justice. Rohr 

will preach at the 9 and 11:15 a.m. services, 
speak in the Rector’s Forum at 10:15, and 
return Sunday evening for a special Evening 

with Richard Rohr from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the 

church, where he will stir us with teachings 

on what he calls “an alternative orthodoxy”— 

celebrating both the ancient spirituality of St. 

Francis while expressing a Christianity open 
both to science and to other world religions. 

He will also help us situate our work on racial 

justice, multiculturalism, and white privilege 

in the contemplative approach to the practice 

of radical compassion. Do not miss this op-

portunity to be energized and inspired by one 

of the most powerful faith leaders of his gen-

eration. Register at http://bit.ly/1L3jJtI for the 

evening event. Childcare provided. Informa-

tion = 626.583.2733 or jhebert@allsaints-pas.org.

Reading & Conversation with Mark Nepo  

A
ccording to Ed Bacon, “Mark Nepo is one of our national treasures because Mark inhab-
its a rare and beautiful consciousness that enables him to express the language of the 
soul. The words and energy flowing from the font of his heart not only make our lives 

more beautiful but heal us.” And so we welcome Mark back to All Saints Church on Tuesday, 
April 5, in the Forum, 7 – 9 p.m., for an evening of reflection and inspiration. Mark Nepo is best 
known for his New York Times #1 bestseller, The Book of Awakening. His newest book, The 
One Life We’re Given: Finding the Wisdom That Waits in Your Heart, is due out in July. For more 
information contact Jamie Hebert at 626.583.2733 or jhebert@allsaints-pas.org.

April
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April 10  
 
“But the Bible Says …”: Liberating Ourselves from the Bible as Weapon of Mass 
Discrimination  

with Susan Russell  

The misuse of the Bible as a weapon of mass discrimination is all too familiar to LGBTQ 
people and their allies. Susan Russell leads a presentation and discussion of the Bible 
in general — and the “clobber passages” in particular — designed to equip participants 
respond to questions about what the Bible says (and doesn’t say) about LGBTQ people 
with love, compassion and information. SWEETLAND HALL

The State of Health Care Reform  

with John Garner

What has happened? Where are we now? What might happen in the future? This presen-

tation will address health care reform in general and will provide an opportunity for people 
to ask questions about how health care reform affects them. 
John Garner is the Chief Compliance Officer of Bolton & Company, one of the 100 larg-

est insurance brokerage firms in the country. John is also author of the Health Insurance 
Answer Book and dozens of other publications. GUILD ROOM
 

April 17  
 
Understanding Evangelicalism as More Than a Voting Bloc  

with Jon Dephouse  

For many, the word evangelical (from the root word “evangel” meaning “good news”) 
has come to be synonymous with fundamentalist Christianity and a narrow voting bloc in 
American political life. Jon Dephouse will explore the current expressions of evangelical-
ism in contrast to its original meaning, with hopes of rediscovering where there may yet 
be good news to reclaim and proclaim in our current socio-political landscape. GUILD 
ROOM
 

April 24  
 
Gun Violence Close to Home: The Story of Ursula and Richard Walker  

with Ursula Walker  

Ursula and Richard Walker’s son, Christopher, was killed by gunfire during a late after-
noon targeted shooting in front of an Altadena restaurant in October 2014. Mrs. Walker 
will discuss the way in which Christopher’s life and death impacted their family and com-

munity. She will also talk about the Altadena-Pasadena Council for Reconciliation, a 
community-building and mentoring organization. Mrs. Walker has lived in Pasadena for 
almost 30 years and is the office manager for a Los Angeles forensic accounting firm. 
She and Richard are the loving parents of Christopher (deceased), Nicole and Andrea 
and the proud grandparents of Alexis and Amir Walker. GUILD ROOM
 
Earth Day Presentation  

To Be Determined

April Adult Education
Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

4 Week Bible Study: 
Parody and Subversion in Matthew’s Gospel
In these desperate times, we need a story that cuts through the absurd narrative dic-

tated to us by the powers and authorities of this world who “grind the face of the poor” 
and destroy the earth. Matthew’s gospel provides us such a story. On April 3, 10, 17, 
and 24, 5 – 6:30 p.m., in Scott Hall, Bert Newton will continue a sociopolitical and literary 
study of Matthew’s Gospel, revealing its use of parody, rhetorical hyperbole, and subver-
sive messaging. This approach reveals a story that, in both content and form, turns the 
world upside down. Sign up online at http://bit.ly/1RxnTel or at the sign up center. For 
more information contact Jamie Hebert, jhebert@allsaints-pas.org.

Save the dates to Celebrate the Ministry of
Rector Ed Bacon!

Grits & Grace Roasted, Friday, Apr. 22, 7 p.m.
After twenty-one years as Rector of All Saints Church, Ed Bacon is retir-
ing. To mark that momentous occasion, you are cordially invited to bid fare-

well to Ed and Hope at “Grits & Grace: Roasted!” - an evening of playfulness 
and laughter. Come for stories, sketches and music to delight the whole fam-

ily. (Childcare will be provided for children four years old and under.) A recep-

tion will follow with festive beverages and a sweet treat. Open seating in the 
church. Doors open at 6 p.m. Program begins at 7 p.m.  #gritsandgrace  

Ed’s Final Sunday, May 1, 10 a.m.
On Sunday, May 1st, we celebrate twenty-one years of mission and ministry Ed 
Bacon and mark his retirement as the Rector of All Saints Church. A combined 
Eucharist in the street on Euclid Avenue will bring together the All Saints community 
-- along with friends and allies from our civic and wider interfaith communities -- to 
mark this historic occasion. Canterbury and Coventry choirs sing music of Bill Cun-

liffe and James Walker, joined by the Trouvères and Troubadours with brass sextet 
and percussion. Child care will be provided in Scott Hall for children four years old 
and under. Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith 
we hope you will join us for what promises to be a Four Alarm Glory Attack Sun-

day!  #CelebrateEdBacon 

      For more information call 626.796.1172.

Fiction Fun! for April Reads The Door by Magda Szabo 
Join us on Friday, April 29, at 7:00 p.m. in the Guild Room – please note that we meet 
on the fifth Friday of the month in April instead of the fourth. “This melting pot of a novel 
hangs from a solid tripod of Greek myth, Biblical scripture and Slavic fairy tale...There is a 
great deal here to move anyone who has watched or felt the sufferings of age.” ~Glasgow 

Herald. Copies are available at Vroman’s Will Call desk for 20% off, if you mention Fiction 

Fun! Information = Rusty Harding, 323.252.2805 or whitcombharding@att.net.

Interfaith Study Group Presents Dr. Shamim Ibrahim  
On Sunday, Apr. 10, 5 - 7:30 p.m., psychologist, educator and community activist Dr. Sha-

mim Ibrahim will speak about her commitment to serving underserved Muslims and other 
minority communities in Los Angeles and nationally through NISWA (Women) Family Re-

source & Support Center. They will meet at The Islamic Center of Southern California, 434 
S. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles. Please bring an open heart and mind, and a vegetarian dish 
to share in our potluck. Carpool leaves from the north parking lot at 4:15 p.m. For informa-

tion contact Ada Ramirez 626.583.2734, aramirez@allsaints-pas.org.

All Saints Foster Care Project 8th Annual Art Show  
On Sunday, Apr. 3, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. in Sweetland Hall, enjoy and support the creative work 
of foster children and youth – paintings, drawings, photographs, and sculpture. All artwork 
is for sale and all proceeds go to the artists. These works portray young artists’ percep-

tions of the world around them, “with liveliness, directness and intelligence”, according to 
Show Curator, Jay Belloli. For further information: inbox@fostercareproject.org.

Jazz Vespers: Bill Cunliffe’s Big Band BACHanalia  
Sunday, Apr. 17, 5:00 p.m. in the Church. Jazz pianist, Grammy Award-winning arranger 
and our composer-in-residence Bill Cunliffe is known for his innovative and swinging record-

ings and compositions. Bill began his career as pianist and arranger with the Buddy Rich Big 

Confirmation Day  
Saturday, May 14, 10 a.m. Join us to celebrate the confirmation class of 2016! All are invited 
to this joyous celebration where many members of our group will be Confirmed, Reaffirmed 
or Received into the Episcopal Church. Diocesan Bishop J. Jon Bruno presides. Information 
= Jamie Hebert, jhebert@allsaints-pas.org.

Contemplative Eucharist  
Sunday, Apr. 10, 5:00 p.m. in the church. Youth Chamber Choir will offer music. Enjoy music, 
silence and reflection. Open yourself to the blessings of joy, healing and peace. Child care is 
available. Information = Debbie Daniels, 626.583.2750 or ddaniels@allsaints-pas.org.

Band and worked with Frank Sinatra, Benny Golson and James Moody. Ed Bacon presides. 
Childcare provided. Info = Melissa Hayes, 626.583.2725 or mhayes@allsaints-pas.org.



his tenure. All Saints 
has established the Ed 
Bacon Transformational 
Speakers Fund to honor 
this legacy to ensure we 
can continue to benefit 
from the nation’s leading 
voices on important is-
sues that our community 
is passionate about now 
and into the future. Ed 
asks that in lieu of any 
material gifts you consid-
er donating to this fund.
      Here’s how you can 
contribute to the Fund: 
Call: 626.583.2736. Click: 
http://tinyurl.com/Spea-
kersFund.  Or send: All 
Saints Church, Ed Ba-
con Transformational 
Speakers Fund, 132 N. 
Euclid Ave, Pasadena, 
CA 91101. Please write 
“ T r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l 
Speakers Fund” in the 
memo line of checks. To 
make a contribution us-
ing stock or if you have 
any questions please 
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shorts
Events and Opportunities 

• Theatre Ministry • 
Romeo & Juliet 
Friday, Apr. 8, 8:00 p.m. 
at  A Noise Within. Tick-
ets are $35, available at 
http://qrs.ly/2v4zxiw. 
  You may purchase tick-
ets at the Sign-Up Center 
on the lawn. Informa-
tion = Debbie Daniels, 
626.583.2750 or ddan-
iels@allsaints-pas.org.

• Cooperative Com-

munications • Learn 
effective communication 
techniques to facilitate 
healthy conversations. 
All Saints’ goal is that 
everyone in the parish 
be trained with Cooper-
ative Communications 
in order for us to devel-
op a common vocabu-
lary for our interactions. 
Sunday, Apr. 10, 12:30 
– 2:00 p.m. in the Learn-
ing Center. Sign-up on-
line now: http://www.
allsaints-pas.org/sign-up/. 

Praying for Others: If you 
are interested in praying 
for others, please call the 
Prayer Line at 626.583.2707 
or prayers@allsaints-pas.org.

April Rector’s Forums & Special Events

April 10—Sharon Brous, 10:15 a.m.
 
April  11—Leonard 
Beerman Tribute in 
the church, 7 p.m.
 
April 16, 17—Kim 

Rosen, Poetry Dive, 9:00 a.m.- 1:30 
p.m. (Sat., $50), and Rector’s Forum, 

10:15 a.m. (Sun.)

April 24—Rodrigo Garcia, 
10:15 a.m. Forum and 3:00 p.m. 
screening of Last Days in the Desert.

• Summer Adventure 

• Save the date for Sum-
mer Adventure, a week 
of day camp here at All 
Saints: July 18-22. There 
will be Super Heroes 
all around us! Camp 
is for children enter-
ing Kinder through 8th 

• Training for Facilita-

tion of Small Groups 

• Learn skills and tech-
niques to be an effec-
tive small group leader. 
Become proficient in 
creating a nurturing 
and safe environment 
for each individual in 
the group. Sunday, Apr. 
17, 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. in 
Sweetland Hall. Sign-up 
online now: http://www.
allsaints-pas.org/sign-up/. 
Information = Amanda 
Perez, 626.583.2765 or 
aperez@allsaints-pas.org.

• Giving to Celebrate 

Ed Bacon • One of Ed 
Bacon’s many gifts to the 
community of All Saints 
Church is a talented 
and renowned array of 
speakers for the Rector’s 
Forum, workshops and 
conferences throughout 

Information = Amanda 
Perez, 626.583.2765 or 
aperez@allsaints-pas.org. 

contact Jim Loduha at 
626.583.2736 or jlodu-
ha@allsaints-pas.org . 

grade, with opportuni-
ties for high school stu-
dents to be counselors. 
More info contact: Jamie 
Hebert, jhebert@allsaints-
pas.org or 626.583.2733.
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