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Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on your 

journey of faith, there is a place for you here!

      This has been our mantra at All Saints Church for 

decades unto generations. It is at once present reality and 

intensely aspirational. The history of this congregation is 

recognizing that Christ’s table is open to everyone, that 

there will be no outcasts and that love for all God’s children 

is the common denominator that binds us all together.

      And … we still aspire to live into this fully. Because we 

are human. Because, as Dr. King was fond of saying when 

he talked about the arc of history being long but bending 

toward justice, “We have come a long, long way … and we 

have a long, long way to go.” 

      In my annual meeting address, I said:

      When we say “Whoever you are, and wherever you find 

yourself on your journey of faith, there is a place here for 

you,” that place is an equal place at Christ’s table, with each 

able to offer our gifts fully and with every person and gift 

having the power to change who we are as a whole body.

      In a relationship of love, there is no domination. And 

so as we all meet and fall more deeply in love with one 

another, we must confront that there are still dominant 

cultures here at All Saints Church that without malice – but 

still with great power – silence those among us who are not 

parts of them. 

      That we have a beautiful diversity AND there is a 

dominant culture that is white, middle class and above, and 

of older generations. 

      Naming this is an act of liberation for us. Because once 

we name it, once we lay it “on the table,” we can talk about 

it. We can pray about it. We can wrestle with it. We can let 

God through us transform it.

      The truth is our experience of what it means to be black, 

white, Latinx, Asian, young, old, rich, poor, male, female, 

gender queer, bisexual, lesbian, transgender, gay, “so-called 

straight” (as Desmond Tutu says) – these are all different 

experiences. And there is joy there, and there is pain there. 

      We saw this in our “On The Table” Rector’s Forum about 

applause in worship. Strong opinions were expressed that 

predictably revealed our diversity. That our attitude about 

applause and other forms of expression in worship was 

as diverse as this community is in age, race and cultural 

identity. And praise God, Alleluia!! Because that is the heart 

of being All Saints! That we can love and care about worship 

deeply and because of our diversity have opportunities to 

experience and express that love differently – and hold each 

other graciously in that diversity. That at our best we can 

accept difference as a gift that will challenge and change us, 

a gift that will rescue us from church that is “for solace only 

and not for strength.”

      We heard this in the CYF listening session when a 

member of this congregation who is black shared that her 

child talked about her “becoming white” by choosing to 

come to All Saints. When she named that, it both brought 

tears to my eyes and joy to my heart … because while it breaks 

my heart that someone would feel they had to check who 

they are at the door of All Saints Church, that there is a strong 

history and present of assimilation into and subordination to a 

predominantly white culture … now we can talk about it! Now 

we can pray about it! Now we can wrestle with it! 

      So we’re going to keeping talking, praying and wrestling 

with it. And there will be change. 

      You might have noticed that we have begun printing the 

Lord’s Prayer in three languages – English, Spanish and Simple 

Mandarin. That’s because we realized we were inviting people 

to pray in “the language of their heart” and then only providing 

English. That’s not who we are as All Saints and that’s not who 

we are as a Pasadena and Los Angeles community.

      I have asked our multiculturalism coordinator, Isaac 

Ruelas, to serve on the search 

committees for our new clergy 

and Director of Music – and am 

constructing those committees 

to reflect the diversity (both 

real and aspirational) of this 

community so we can have 

process and outcomes that 

reflects God’s invitation to us 

to continue on this journey 

together to move from being 

a community with a dominant 

culture to that Beloved Community that is the multicultural, 

multigenerational, multiclass, multigendered family of God. 

      We will be exploring with our 1 p.m. congregation how 

the gifts they offer so beautifully in that community might 

be allowed to become more fully a part of the culture of the 

entire All Saints Community. 

      We will be looking for forum guests, preachers and even 

theologians and scholars in residence who can help us on 

this journey. We will be doing what Jesus did – taking those 

who are marginalized in our own community and giving 

them seats at tables of power. 

      We will be continuing, as we always have to be All Saints 

Church – where whoever you are and wherever you are on 

your journey of faith, there is a place for you here. 

PHOTO BY DON MILLER 
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History

      These tutoring programs provided an hour a week, 

at both Willard School and St. Barnabas, of one-on-

one help to students who needed help with their 

homework, or support in math or reading. 

      Jody Gunn 

headed the 

program after 

Marty retired 

and was with the 

program for about 

10 years. Thoughts 

of Willard tutoring 

bring back happy 

memories. “At 

our height during 

my time we had 

over 50 weekly tutors from All Saints, Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory and St. Barnabas—and over 100 kids,” Judy 

says. “I still run into these kids—now young adults—

around town. I know when I hear someone call out ‘Hi 

Miss Jody’ it’s a former Willard tutoring student.”

      The ESL component became a convenient way for 

parents who brought their children to tutoring to learn 

English while they waited. These tutoring sessions lasted 

for one hour every Monday, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

      The Willard Tutoring program added a chess 

component as an enrichment activity in 2010. Tom 

Eilers, an encyclopedia of knowledge of all things 

chess, oversaw the program until the fall of 2014.  

      The program began to decline, both in attendance 

and student need, in 2015.   An after-school program, 

LEARNs, had begun to play a role in helping students 

with their homework, to the point where children 

showed up for tutoring with little to do. It also became 

harder to recruit and maintain tutors. With consultation 

from Pasadena Unified School District (PUSD) it was 

decided at the end of 2016 to close the program.

      One great success story sticks out in my mind. 

Kevin had been held back in the second grade. He 

didn’t pay attention, was constantly wandering 

around, and nobody could get him to do his work. I 

paired him with a retired teacher and in the space of 

one year he was promoted. Seeing the absolute joy on 

his face when he came back the next semester and told 

us he’d been promoted almost made us cry.

      There is still a great need for tutors for all grades. 

The Director of the LEARNs program at Willard 

approached me and shared that there are 20 students 

for each tutor, so I volunteered for LEARNs after the 

Willard Program closed and am so glad I did. I tutor 

a few students in the first and fourth grades every 

Monday and Wednesday afternoon for an hour each, 

and since starting, I have made a lot of new friends. 

Well, it could be the pencil-top erasers I give out, or my 

battery-powered pencil sharpener...

      If you have some spare time on weekday 

afternoons, consider volunteering for the LEARNs 

program. It is a great opportunity to connect with a 

child who really needs your help. You will need to help 

the kids with ALL their homework, math included! For 

more information contact Marilyn at marilync48@aol.

com or at 626.796.5066.

      Thanks to all those named and unnamed who have 

been part of the Willard Tutoring ministry over the 

years. We will celebrate this good work on Sunday, May 

21, at 12:30 p.m. in the Seminar Room. All are welcome. 

Willard Tutoring 
& ESL Program Sunset  

From its inception in 1992 – sparked by the 

L.A. Uprising – and subsequent inclusion of 

the English as a Second Language program 

in 2000, Willard Tutoring has for 25 years 

addressed the educational and income 

inequalities in Pasadena. The brainchild 

of Marty Coleman, Kathy Onoye, and Jan 

Wilson, the program was first established at 

St. Barnabas and Willard School.  

      “We wanted to do something positive 

and long-lasting, as we examined how out 

of touch we really were at All Saints with 

the travails of people of color in Northwest 

Pasadena,” Marty Coleman remembers.

      “So we launched the tutorial project 

for kids who lived in Kings Village, and 

St. Barnabas was a perfect location, right 

across the street,” Marty says. “The kids 

were being bussed a long way across town to Willard 

Elementary School, so it was a struggle for them to 

catch up with homework or spend any time with a 

teacher. I loved being with the children and meeting 

their families. It was a dynamic relationship—and it 

also turned into a wonderful relationship with the 

pastor, deacons and parishioners at St. Barnabas.” By Marilyn Coffman, former Willard Tutoring Chair

mailto:marilync48%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:marilync48%40aol.com?subject=
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Christian tradition the fate of Christ on the cross and 
our fate are wedded together. The Christ on the cross 
connects with the suffering that we have experienced 
since discovery by the Europeans, and this Christ has 
also survived, as we have. 
      I am moved by the fact that, for the Latin American 
Christians, the image of Jesus’ suffering seems to have 
faded to the background, and that same image of 
Christ has instead become an image infused with life 
and spirit – an image that expresses will, desire, agency 
and power. Today, that same Christ on the cross 
expresses our vibrant, potent and profound faith, still 
reminding us of our fragile nature.
      There are also other images of Christ on the cross, 
like the Cross of San Damiano (pictured below), in 
which Jesus, although 
crucified is presented as 
not suffering. Beneath the 
arms of Christ, on both 
sides of the Cross, are 
panels depicting a variety 
of people, including the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, John 
the Beloved Disciple and 
Mary Magdalene. The 
position of the figures under 
the arms of the Cross makes 
it clear that “they, together 
with those who contemplate 
the Cross, are enfolded 
within the embrace of Jesus’ 
extended arms.”
      This is the Jesus that we 
appeal to in the daily morning prayers in the Book of 
Common Prayer when we say: “Lord Jesus Christ, who 
stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of 
the cross that everyone might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace …” 
      Wearing a crucifix as a necklace provides me 
with a sense of belonging and protection, with a 
sense of sharing a suffering that although present, is 
in the background. Even though the crucifix is a sign 
of my faith, I wear it without displaying it because 
it is a personal sign of my intimate relationship with 
Christ. The closeness of Christ’s cross to my heart 
is an expression of where I think Jesus resides – 
within me. 
      There is no doubt that Christ on the cross is an image 
of torture, suffering and death, an image the we can all 
relate to at any point in our lives. And, as we recently 
experienced during Holy Week, this same Christ defeated 
death and resurrected, transforming our lives so that we 
can fulfill the purpose for which we were created.

by Antonio Gallardo
 
What image of Christ on the Cross do you relate the 
most with? The image of Christ suffering, or that of Christ 
free from suffering. They both exist, and which one 
we connect to the most may have to do with our own 
spiritual traditions.
      I want to tell you about my own connection with the 
image of Christ suffering on the cross, as well as share 
what I have learned about images of Christ on the cross 
devoid of suffering.
      I asked myself why a crucified Christ is a sign that I 

have carried 
around my 
neck for as 
long as I 
remember. 
There is an 
unexplainable 
reason for why 
I connect with 
that image, 
and I think 
that maybe 
it is in my 
DNA – passed 
down through 
generations 
from my 
ancestors, the 
native Latin 
American 
Indians.
      In reading 
about the 
theology and 
anthropology 
of the images 
of Christ in 

Latin America, I learned that images of Christ crucified 
have been at the center of indigenous devotion from the 
very beginnings of Christianity in the New World.
      In her book “Biography of a Mexican Crucifix” Rev. 
Jennifer Hughes says that “the symbol of the crucifix 
rehearses unceasingly the story of the conquest of Latin 
America.” The power and longevity of the crucifix in the 
Catholics in Latin America has its origins in an “immediate 
and unmediated indigenous identification with Christ’s 
suffering in which they have seen mirrored their own”.  
Other experts say that “the Indians, now degraded to the 
lowest caste in their own land, might well have found 
release for their emotional tension by embracing the 
realistic agonizing Christ.” 
      For those of us coming from a Latin American 

What Image of Christ on the Cross 
Do You Relate to Most?
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We Are All Saints
      One year they sang in the summer choir then directed 

by Ray Egan, a jazz musician. Art, a percussionist, enjoyed 

playing in jazz ensembles during services. Before long the 

Canterbury Choir was formed, and Art and Betty joined. 

Until Art passed away last year, both Betty and Art felt that 

the music had become their chief form of prayer, at least 

outside of meditation and social action.

      On Monday nights, you will find Betty in the chapel 

with a circle of people sitting in silent meditation, lights 

dimmed, a candle glowing. She started this group in 2001, 

and it has met every week since. This fellowship circle 

welcomes all. Here she gives encouragement and counsel 

for anyone new to meditation, answers questions, and 

leads monthly conversations on meditation topics. 

      Betty counts the annual CROP Hunger Walk, sponsored 

by Church World Service, as one of the most important 

things she does. For almost 20 years she has chaired this 

event, which raises money for CWS’s international work 

with refugees, women’s empowerment, and the causes 

of hunger. The Walk also benefits local organizations that 

help alleviate hunger and poverty including Friends in 

Deed and the Women’s Room, which was started by All 

Saints women for homeless women. 

      An artist, Betty created ritual art installations that 

revealed the false gods of violence and consumerism, 

which were displayed at Pasadena City College. Following 

the Exxon oil spill, she built a Seabird Crucifix she displayed 

at Huntington Beach after an oil spill there spoiled the 

beaches killing wildlife in sticky tar. Her patio is adorned 

with ceramic sculptures she created. 

      June marks Betty’s retirement from teaching European 

and Art History at Westridge School. She looks forward 

to more time and a flexible schedule that will allow her to 

pursue other interests. Wherever her retirement activities 

lead her, no doubt they will involve her passion for 

peacemaking, spiritual leadership, music and, of course,  

All Saints Church. 

Betty Cole discovered All Saints through its peace 

and justice focus, joined for the music, and 

added Monday Night Meditation to the church’s 

contemplative side. 

      In the early 70’s, Betty moved from Flagstaff to 

Pasadena and started the Peace Studies Program for 

the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC). It 

was George Regas who drew her into All Saints. Even 

before Betty became a member, George and she 

would exchange long hand-written letters on Christian 

conscience and pacifism, and they forged a bond. She 

sometimes attended the then-popular Rock Mass. 

She visited All Saints, but she didn’t join. Not yet. She 

maintained her connection to her Quaker Meeting 

absorbed in her peace work. 

      Betty’s story can’t be told without Art. She and Art 

Mack were AFSC colleagues, she in Pasadena, he in Ann 

Arbor, and their professional correspondence brought 

them together. 

Their love-at-first-

sight meeting 

when he traveled 

to California 

more than 40 

years ago remains 

a cherished 

memory. Their 

relationship 

blossomed after 

he was offered 

a job in the local 

AFSC office, and 

two years later 

they married. 

      Zen Buddhist 

practice helped 

Betty clarify her 

Christian faith 

and, ironically, 

eased her 

transition from 

Quaker practice to Episcopal liturgy. While she and Art 

lived at the Zen Center of Los Angeles, Saturdays were 

largely spent at ZCLA and Sunday mornings at All Saints. 

by Carolyn Ash
Spotlight

Betty Cole



May
Calendar of events for the month. Please check our website at www.allsaints-pas.org 

and the weekly This Week At All Saints for details and contact information.

1 — Monday, Resist LA: March 

of Prophetic Resistance, 10:00 

a.m.-2:00 p.m., McArthur Park to 

LA City Hall

4 — Thursday, Senior Saints, 

12:30 p.m., Seminar Room

6 — Saturday, World Labyrinth 

Day, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Learning 

Center

7 — Sunday, Jazz Vespers: Scott 

Robinson, 5:00 p.m., Chancel

12 — Friday, Not So Bored Game 

Night, 6:00 p.m., Sweetland Hall 

13 — Saturday, Free Legal Clinic,  

9:00 a.m.-noon., Jackie Robinson 

Center, 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave., 

Pasadena 91103

Adult Confirmation, 10:00 a.m., 

Church

19 — Friday, Theatre Ministry: 

Ah, Wilderness!, 8:00 p.m., A 

Noise Within 

20 — Saturday, Conspire 3.0: 

Everything Belongs, with 

Christena Cleveland, 9:00 a.m.-

5:00 p.m.., Forum

21 — Sunday, Foster Care 

Project Reception, 12:30 p.m., 

Guild Room 

Children/Youth Choirs Spring 

Concert, 5:00 p.m., Church

26 — Friday, Fiction Fun!, 7:30 

p.m., Guild Room

30 — Tuesday, Vestry Meeting, 

7:00 p.m., Sweetland Hall

31 — Wednesday, CYF End-of-

Year BBQ, 6:30 p.m., Quad Lawn 

 
Click on the blue titles to see more 
information.

 

• Rector’s Forum,  

   with Maryetta Anschutz, Forum 

    

• Rector’s Forum, Community  

   Conversation, with   

   Mike Kinman, Forum

• Rector’s Forum, with  

   Christena Cleveland, Forum

 

• Rector’s Forum, TBD, Forum

7

14

21

28

Rector’s Forums in May, 10:15 a.m. Sundays

Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

Vestry Notes
The Vestry last met on Tuesday, 

April 4, and highlights included a 

report from the Climate Change 

Task Force with a work plan to 

make All Saints a carbon neutral 

community, a report from the 

CYF Listening Session and a 

report from the Treasurer with 

the good news of robust first 

quarter giving. In response to the 

CYF report the Vestry called for 

implementation of some short 

term facilities improvements to 

make the campus more family-

friendly.

      Vestry meetings are open to 

all and minutes are posted at 

http://www.allsaints-pas.org/

about/vestry/vestry-minutes/. The 

next Vestry meeting will be on 

Tuesday, May 30, beginning at  

7 p.m. in Sweetland Hall. 

by Rick Bolton, executive producer   

For years, All Saints has utilized video streaming technology to share church services, sermons 

and Rector’s Forums with the wide world. (Sermons are also available as audio-only streams 

on iTunes.) Now, we are kicking our media outreach up a notch, 

through podcasting.

      A podcast is a kind of audio program, usually with episodes, 

that listeners can download from the Internet and play at their 

convenience on their computer, tablet or smartphone. Podcasting is 

extremely popular – people who analyze these sorts of things refer 

to 2016 as the “year of the podcast,” with 57 million Americans – 21% 

of the population – listening in at least once a month.

      Given the importance All Saints places on personal narrative, it 

was only natural that we would, sooner or later, be drawn to this kind of expression.

      On May 1, we will be launching the first episode of Studio ASC, a 30-minute podcast 

developed within our very own podcasting studio, which we have been creating over the last 

year in a glorified closet in the Parish office. (We soundproofed the room to keep the churn of 

the photocopying machines from interrupting our recording sessions.) As we ramp up, we will be 

producing a new program every month, but our goal is to offer a new episode every two weeks.

      So what will you hear in our first podcast? We have an interview with Mike Kinman discussing the meaning of activism. 

An excerpt from Amy Hunter’s recent Rector’s Forum, “Things White People Don’t Know.” A conversation between All 

Saints’ own youth ministers Jeremy Langill and Isaac Ruelas. And a live report from the Women’s March earlier this spring, 

featuring Muslim activist Edina Lekovic and Abraham’s Daughters. Check it out at http://studioasc.libsyn.com!

      And there will be more episodes to come, of course, featuring stories from within and without All Saints Church, as we 

explore the many faces of justice, compassion, activism and love in the world today.

Studio ASC Podcast Launch!

http://ascideas.org/2017/04/25/resist-la-may-1st-march-of-prophetic-resistance/
http://ascideas.org/2017/04/25/resist-la-may-1st-march-of-prophetic-resistance/
http://ascideas.org/2017/04/05/jazz-vespers-scott-robinson/
http://ascideas.org/2017/04/05/jazz-vespers-scott-robinson/
https://public.serviceu.com/RegistrationForm/9390646-378046423/?OrgKey=23a8a2e4-1fe6-4e54-a11c-5939faab0307
https://public.serviceu.com/RegistrationForm/9390646-378046423/?OrgKey=23a8a2e4-1fe6-4e54-a11c-5939faab0307
https://public.serviceu.com/RegistrationForm/9160911-366767784/?OrgKey=23a8a2e4-1fe6-4e54-a11c-5939faab0307
https://public.serviceu.com/RegistrationForm/9160911-366767784/?OrgKey=23a8a2e4-1fe6-4e54-a11c-5939faab0307
https://public.serviceu.com/RegistrationForm/9160911-366767784/?OrgKey=23a8a2e4-1fe6-4e54-a11c-5939faab0307
http://ascideas.org/2017/04/30/all-saints-children-youth-choirs-spring-concert-alway-something-sings/
http://ascideas.org/2017/04/30/all-saints-children-youth-choirs-spring-concert-alway-something-sings/
http://ascideas.org/2017/02/02/reza-aslan-jessica-jackley/
http://www.allsaints-pas.org/about/vestry/vestry-minutes/
http://www.allsaints-pas.org/about/vestry/vestry-minutes/
http://studioasc.libsyn.com

