ALISAINTS

CHURCH
August 14, 2022
The Hon. Senator Dianne Feinstein Senator Alex Padilla
U.S. House of Representatives United States Senate United States Senate
The Capitol The Capitol The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 2051

RE: Increase the federal minimum wage

Dear Members of Congress,

The federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour effects millions of mostly adult, full-time workers and their
families. It would be $9.99 if the law had built in adjustments for inflation in 2009 and $12.12 if that had been
done in 1968. According to the Economic Policy Institute, the federal minimum wage is now worth less than
at any other point since February 1956.

Debates over increasing the minimum wage have been misleading, the minimum wage has never been
indexed to keep pace with inflation. This means the minimum wage loses value every year, even in times
of low inflation. What has been called an “increase” has typically been only a partial correction of that lost
value. And, even that, hasn’t happened since 2009.

The minimum wage is worth 27% less than in 2009 and 40% less than in 1968.

As people of faith, we find this to be unconscionable. Families struggle to meet their basic needs and wealthy
corporations make millions of dollars off worker’s labor. This is not caring for our neighbors as ourselves,
which is what Jesus asked the faithful to do.

President Biden has raised the minimum wage for federal contractors to $15 per hour and we desperately
need the federal minimum wage to be raised to $15 per hour for everyone and for that number to keep pace
with inflation.

| am asking that Congress increase the minimum wage to at least $15 an hour for everyone and set that
number to keep pace with inflation in the future.

Sincerely,
(Print Name)

Address

CC: President Joseph R. Biden



