ALISAINTS
CHURCH

May 1, 2022

Administrator Michael S. Regan
Office of the Administrator, 1101A
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Re: Stop Plastic Pollution

Dear EPA Administrator Regan,

Every year, the United States alone generates 32 million tons of plastic waste and about 7 per cent
escapes into the world's oceans. Part of a worldwide total of about 8 million tons of plastic waste that is
dumped into our oceans every year. And this number could triple by 2040. Marine and coastal species
cannot survive with this rate of plastic waste invading our waters -- ocean wildlife will continue to die
from ingestion or entanglement.

Since plastics aren’t biodegradable, they never disappear and instead break down into small
microplastics. If an animal like a sea turtle were to die from consuming plastic, its body would decompose
and release the plastic back into the ocean to kill again. In fact, scientists have found baby sea turtles
with plastic already in their stomachs. If we don’t take action now, plastics and microplastics will
completely take over the ocean and eventually the entire planet.

Without tough environmental standards and strong enforcement, Corporate plastic manufacturers
aren’t concerned with the negative environmental impacts of plastic. One of the ways these companies
profit the most is from single-use plastics. Since they serve a one-time purpose before being discarded,
demand is always high, therefore profits are high. This “throw-away” culture results in more plastic and
microplastics ending up in our water supply, our food supply, and even the air we breathe.

Plastics never go away once they are produced, so they will continue occupying more and more of our
oceans and our earth until they completely take over our planet -- unless plastics can be made to be
completely biodegradable or protocols put in place to guarantee 100% recyclability, we must take urgent
action to halt plastic pollution.

Plastic is polluting our entire planet, from the beaches to the deepest depths of our oceans. And it is
killing marine wildlife. | demand that you protect our wildlife from plastic pollution. | urge you to
immediately take action on the plastics crisis and protect the health of our oceans, people, and wildlife.

Sincerely,




